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State of Californin

BEL LOCKYER .
Attornay Cangral DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 5

FIREARVS DIVISION

P.Q, BOX 160487

SACRAMENTQ, CA 95816-0487
{

Angust 04, 2005

RE: Ha v, ngs

Desr

This correspondence is fn responss o your letter dated May 13% 2005 in which
you posed three questions regarding Horiort v, Counly of Kings avid *serfes” assault

weapons,

Your first question was about the effect of the Hurrair decision on California
assault weapons law. In Haror, the California Supreme Cours upheld the Artorney
General’s anthority to identify series assault weapons pursnant to Penal Code (PC) seston *
12276(e), dut held that such fireayms mmust Srst be included in the list of serivs assanlt
Weapons promulgated by the Attorney Geners) pursuazt to section 12276.5(b), before
they are considersd "assault weapons® under Californiz law. Since the Harror decision,
the Adtorney General's Office has caried out iis legal authority by identifying assault
weapons aud periodically publishing the *Assaalt Weapens Identification Guide

Your second question was whether the recoiver ofa semizutoniatic rifle could be
an “assault weapon” i it does sot have azy of the characteristics specified in PC section
12276.1 and iris not listed in PG section 12276, The agswer is "yes®, Asaffirmed in
Harrout, the receiver of 2 semisutomatic e would be considered an "assmult weapon" if
it wers spectfically listed by the De ent of Justice i the Califomia Code of
Regulations (CCR), as authorized under PC 12276.5 (I ‘

B m——— e

Your {iral question was whether it is lewdfid uader Califoriz [aw to prrchase a,
stripped DSA “ZM4" receiver, The DSA 24" is not Hsted in PC Secton 12276 noris
it listed in CCR Section 979,11 (Title 11, Division 1, Chapter 12.9), Therefore, assuming
it docs not meet the charactaristics criteria specified in PC ssetion 12276.1 (such 5 a
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“pistol grip that protrudes consp*cuons]y beneath the action of the weapon™), it could
1awfu11y be parcliased {or possessed) in California, TF it did meet the characteristics
criterda, it would be a probibited assault weapon per BC section 12276.1(=)(1).

You should be aware that all DSA receivers, tcluding the ZM4, will soon be
added to the Iist of weapons that are considered "assault wcapons" wnder California law,
After the list i published, owners will bave 90 days to rchster their fircarms, porsuant fo

PC 12285,
"If you have anv additional questions regarding this issue, pleasy feel Foe to
contact me at
Stoeerely,
ALISON MERRILEES
Deputy Attorney General

Firearms Division
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" BILL LOCKYER ' State of Californin
Attorney General . DEPARIMENT QF JUSTICE

FIREARMS DIVISION
1.0, BOX 160487

SACRAMENTQ, CA 958160487

July 8, 2004

Mr, Chuck Michel
407 North Flarbor Boulevard ‘
San Pedro, California 90731

Re: CALDOF-RI2304-CARTLS: -DPMS; -SATGA: ~Benalli WM1014

Dear Mz, Michel:

This leteer responds to your four (4) tetters dated June 14, 2004, regardiag detenninations by
the California Departraent of Justice of the "assault weapons statns” of four firaarms: the DFMS
AlS rifle; the SAIGA xifle; the CAR-15, and the Benelli M1014 shotgun. The Anomey Genera)
appreciates your inguiry and will be reviewing the fireamms to determine iTthey are indeed serics
fireaers of the Colt AR-13, AK-47, or are otharwise assault weapons within the meaning of the

California Ponal Code,

Sincerely,

' Deputy Astorney Geéneral

TR/Mdma




: BILE LOCKYER L . State of California Fep
Atiorney Geiteral . o ,DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
i : F.0. BOX 160487

SACRAMENTO, CA 95816-0487

i

May 5, 2005

Re:  HAR-23. serjdl nunﬂ?e\r R1350
Dear M .

Your exemplar I received on May 2, 2005, has been examined by our staff and has been
classified as 2 non-series design firearm. Your fixed magazine design removes your exemplar
from any prohibitions related to AR-15 Stoner design weapons, that ate enumerated in California
Penal Code section 12276(e) & (£) and prohibited by 12280(2)(1) & (b). ‘Please ensure that all
following production of this receiver conforms with the exemplar we have in evidence.

Sincerely,

cﬂ (D~
IGNATIUS CHINN - '
Special Ageat Supervisor
Firearms Division

For BILLLOCKYER
Attomney General

IC/1s



. State of California >
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE S

P.0. BOX 160487
SACRAMENTO, CA 95816-0487

* BILL LOCEYER
Attorney General

April 20, 2005

Re: -+ V15 serial pumber P7573
Dear Mz,

“Your latest exemplar/modifications are in compliance with our suggested changes as
compared to your previous exemplar, ‘With these chahges, we have noted that your design
deviates from the original AR-15 design to a degree that is no longer considered a series weapon,
Thus, it is legal to sell to the civilian populaiion in California.

Sincerely,

IGNATIUS CHINN
. ) Special Agent Supervisor
‘ Firearms Division

For BILLLOCKYER
Attorney General

IC/1s
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LILE LOCKYER State gf Californin
-Attorney General DEPARYMENT OF JUSTICE
FIREARMS DIVISION

®.0, BOX 320200
SACRA}rfEI\_ITE:. ) 14303-0200

~am s

Apxil 7, 2004

Re:  Lemalitv of Propésed Homenade Sioner AR~13 Reeeiver

Dear Mr.

Thanl you for your letter regarding your proposed homemade AR~15 raceiver, In your Ieter you
cite Californiz Pepal Code section 12276.1 regavding assault weapons defined by charasteristies,
Unforinnately, the recsiver yowr exhibit depiets is an AR-13, without significant varfation. This frearm
wauld be 2 "series” asseult weapon as defined by Penal Code seotion 12276, subdivisions (¢} and (£},
Other designs which bave been approved by the Departotent of Justice include a recelver such s yours
withour the magazine well milled open. In other words, the magazine was built into the recelver and the
rounds are loaded sipilar to an M-1Garand. Jn addition, a single shot vession of the AR~15 recelver hag
been approved. Your design is an assanlt weapon within the meaning of California Jaw,

' Sincerely,
»___,_,("/ ) g’" -
) r “‘ , !
-~ )

TIM RIEGER, Deputy Attorney General
Firsarms Division

. For BILLLOCKYER
Altomey Geveral

TR:Is
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Firsarns Dindgler

For  BILLLOCEYER
ity Charird
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BUE LOCKYER State of Californin
Attorney Genaral DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FIREARMS DIVISION

P.0.Box |G0487
Sacmmenta, CA 93816-0487
Facsimile: (916) 263-0676

September 27, 2005

Healdsbarg, CA 95448 .

Re:  JPRiffes CIR02

Desr
L am writing in responsc to your letter to Tim Risger dated September 20, 2005. You
asked about the legality of purchasing and possessing a JP Rifles CTR-02 in Califomiz. As you
pointed out in your letter, that purticular maks agd mode] is not Hsted as an assault weapon in the
list.pramulgated by the Department in'response to the Harrot v. County of. Kings case.

As long a3 the rifle does not have the characteristics Jisted in Penal Code sectio,
12276.1(a)(1), (a)(2) or (a)(3), it is legal to purchasz 2ad possess in California. You should be
aware, however, that the TP Rifles CTR~02 is virtually identical to rifies that are now Ysted as
assault weapons by the Departiment, and may be considered an assant weapon in the near firture,

Plsase feel free i contact me if you have any additional questions.

Sincerely, .

~

' ALISON MERRILEES
Deputy Anorney Genayal
Firearms Division

Far BILL LOCKYER
' Attorney General



